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EDUCATIONAL VALUE
OF DRAWING SHOWN

(Special to The Christian Science Monitor)

STRATFORD-ON-AVOX, England — A
conference on new ideals in education held
at Stratford-on-Avon recently concluded
with addresses by Mr. Tunaley, for-
merly H. M. inspector of drawing, and
Alr. Carpenter, head master of Rochdale
School of Art. F. R. Benson was the
chairman.

Mr. Tunaley spoke on "Recent Devel-
opments in the Teaching of Drawing.”
All systems were wrong, he held, be-
cause they tended to become nigid Give
a cluld a range of color 1n a suitable
foim, and a swtable paper, and let lim
express his own ideas. It did not mat-
ter what the technique was. The mo-
ment they set out to teach a cluld tech-
nique, they failed. Let the child put
down what he thought he saw, and 1f
the result was unsatisfactory, let them
make it their business, Mr. Tunaley
said, not to improve the technique, but
to improve the child’s power of secing
correctly In this way the pupil was
trained to exercise his own intelligence,
and drawing was made a powerful aid
to thought This method of teaching
would bring bught and happy thoughts
to children, and help to establish peace
and contentment. Children were al-
lowed to bring, select, and arrange then
own objects for the training of themw
peiceptions, and the ideas that were
gmadually formed were carried out by
giils in needlework and embroidery, and
by boys 1 woodwork and metalwork.

In an address Mr. Carpenter said 1t
was lus fortune or misfortune to work
in a busy Lancashire town, where
everything was saerificed to utility and
mechanism. Some time ago a young man
from Someizet was brought into the
town as a member of a football team,
and had to be provided with work. He
was a carpenter, and when he was first
brought into the workshop all the men
who worked with him were amazed at
the marvelous technical skill he showed.
His skill was particularly demonstrated
when any fine piece of saw work was
required. It was the custom of most
of the men, on such an occasion, to run
down to the worker of the circular saw
who got the work done for them. But
to therr amazement the new man did
the work at his own Dbench with his own
saw, and did it not only 1n less timg
than the circular saw, but also with
greater accurtacy. This was an exam-
ple of the old-fashioned skill of hand
which England once had and was now
doing 1ts best to destroy. It was this
old-fashioned skill they wanted to re-
cover, and thiough the medium of draw-
ing as a developer of the power of ac-
curate observation, lay the possibility
of success.

Many head masters did not yet realize
that drawing had anything to do with
1cal development. Obseivation was not
enough. Merely to make a child observe
a whole serics of unrelated facts was
like leaving o boy to play with a diction-
ary and expecting him to learn a lan-
guage without anything else. The ob-
servation must be orderly and methodi-
cal The power of correct obse:rvation
thoroughly aequired in childhood became
of the utmost value in every phase of
human action.
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